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“Uta Frith’s 4 

instant classic, 

has been radi 

enlargements _ ecially with 

dramatic new brain imaging studies which clarify the 

fundamental nature of autism. But it remains a deeply personal book, as moving 

and delightful as it is authoritative.” 

OLIVER SACKS, MD, AUTHOR OF THE MAN WHO MISTOOK 
HIS WIFE FOR A HAT AND AWAKENINGS 

-ference, an 

wments and 

“Uta Frith refers to ‘the enchantment of autism’ when she describes characters in 

myths and legends whose behaviour is like that in autistic conditions. The story she 

weaves of the continuing growth of scientific understanding of this disorder of brain 

development, and her exploration of theories of underlying causes, are just as 

fascinating and spellbinding as the myths. All readers, whether or not they are 

involved in the field of autism, will be captivated by Uta’s empathy with her subject 

combined with her scientific objectivity and the clarity of her writing.” | 

LORNA WING, PSYCHIATRIC CONSULTANT, NATIONAL AUTISTIC S06 NTETY’S 

CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND COMMUNICATION DISORDERS 

The first edition of Autism: Explaining the Enigma quickly became a classic because 
it provided the first satisfactory psychological account of what happens in the mind 
of a person with autism. The book proposed that the key problems were an inability 
to recognize and think about thoughts (theory of mind), and an inability to integrate 
pieces of information into coherent wholes (central coherence). It suggested that 
from this beginning, problems of communication, social interaction, and flexibility 
follow as the complex interactions of human development unfold. 

This updated edition reports on how this explanation has stood the test.of time. A 
new chapter outlines developments in neuropsychological research that have taken 
place since the book was first published and reviews the growing body of work on the 
neurological basis of autism. The accessible style and structure of the original 
edition have been retained, with information and references updated throughout. 

UTA FRITH is Professor of Cognitive Development at the Institute of Cognitive 
Neuroscience at University College, London. She is the coauthor of Autism in 
History (Blackwell Publishers, 1999). 
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